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Master of Architecture

Benefit from Our Expertise
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Lawrence Technological University (LTU), established in 1932, has built a reputation for designing thorough,
high-quality degree programs with a focus on helping students achieve professional success.

The online curriculum reflects the same heritage of relevance, detail, and practicality enjoyed by our
students enrolled in on-campus programs, offering distance learners an opportunity to develop their skills
and their careers from the comfort of their homes. We are proud of the numerous awards and recognitions
our institution and programs have received, including a Top 30% ranking in tuition ROI of universities
nationwide by Bloomberg Businessweek, a “Best in the Midwest” designation from the Princeton Review,
and consistently high rankings by the U.S. News & World Report for the past 20 years. LTU is also only one
of 4 programs offering an online Masters for Architecture endorsed by the National Architectural Accrediting
Board (NAAB).

Lawrence Technological University is accredited by the Higher Learning commission and a member of the
North Central Association.

* 15 months to complete

« $1,250/credit hour

+ Applicants must hold a B.S. Architecture degree (pre-professional)
from a recognized baccalaureate degree program in architecture




Master of Architecture
Program Overview

LTU has been teaching architecture for more than 50 years and has developed a vast network of industry
relationships with top firms nationwide. A master’s degree in architecture from LTU, one of the largest
architecture schools in the country, can help you develop the knowledge and skills needed to advance your
career in architecture.

+ Is offered online through the College of Architecture and Design.

+ Includes a concentration in Architectural Design and Practice which provides a focused study of
architectural design, as well as the theories and practices that are essential for a professional career in
architecture.

+ Is one of only 4 online programs accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board
(www.NAAB.org).

+ Is the most affordable NAAB online accredited program with the fewest credit hours and the least
residency requirement

To maintain programmatic accreditation, the entire program can be completed online except for the
Critical Practice Studio. The Critical Practice Studio is offered as an “on-campus” course during Summer
semesters.




Master of Architecture

Program Requirements

Students are required to complete the following five courses for 15 credit hours.
+ ARC 5013 Research Methods
+ ARC 5423 Ecological Issues
+ ARC 5643 Design Theory
+ ARC 5913 Professional Practice
+ ARC 6833 Practice Portfolio

Students are required to complete the three-graduate level design or thesis courses. Those who are
interested in preparing a thesis will be required to qualify; refer to the notes below regarding thesis
guidelines.

+ ARC 5804 Critical Practice Studio *

+ ARC 5814 Advanced Design Studio 1 or ARC 6514 Thesis 1**

+ ARC 5824 Advanced Design Studio 2 or ARC 6524 Thesis 2 **

Students are required to take a minimum of 6 credits of ARC courses and 3 credits of non-ARC
coursework. Elective offerings include the following. Additional graduate-level elective courses may be
found in the online registration system and in the course catalogue.

+ ARC 5952 Construction Management

+ ARC 5963 Law for Architects

+ ARC 6912 Practice Management

+ ARC 5942 Project Management

+ HRM 6023 Human Resource Management

+ MGT 6013 Leadership and Leadership Development

+ MIS 6013 Information Systems and the Enterprise

+ EME 6403 Quality Control

+ EME 5713 Technology Management

* LLT 6013 Literature of the Built Environment

+ S8SC 6013 Social Responsibility Community Action

* Critical Practice Studio is the only course in the program not available online. This summer semester course is completed on campus during
Summer semester. Please contact an Admissions Counselor at (248) 987-5464 for schedules before each summer session.

** The thesis is a more demanding alternative to the Advanced Design Studios and is intended as an opportunity for students who are capable
of independent work, individual research, independent idea development, and the formulation of sharply focused, articulate conclusions. It is a
self-initiated and self-directed work of greater breadth and depth than work produced in a student’s earlier academic coursework.




Master of Architecture

Core Courses Descriptions

Intensive study and application of research methodologies used for academic, theoretical, and design
practice. The course will include historical and current methods of research in behavioral sciences, building
sciences, and environmental design. The course utilizes computer applications and engages case studies
in design research. Sources of research include those utilized in educational, governmental, professional,
and legal environments.

Intensive study and application of research methodologies used for academic, theoretical, and design
practice. The course will include historical and current methods of research in behavioral sciences, building
sciences, and environmental design. The course utilizes computer applications and engages case studies
in design research. Sources of research include those utilized in educational, governmental, professional,
and legal environments.

A comprehensive survey course of the theoretical positions of design through history culminating in the
20th century. The studies will track the origins, attitudes, and development of aesthetics in Western society.
The class will follow developments in classical Greece, the Enlightenment and birth of modernity in Europe,
the academic French architecture, the industrial age of England and the political upheavals of the early
twentieth century Europe. Examples will include architecture, interior design, urban planning, engineering
and industrial design, Lecture format with required papers.

An overview of the professional architectural practice from a regulatory, procedural and ethical perspective.
The course addresses the NAAB standards for a professional degree program, the NCARB standards
including the Intern Development Program, and the state laws governing requirements for licensure

and professional practice. Topics include the history of the profession, professional services, contract
documents, legal relationships, professional ethics and codes of conduct, governmental regulations,
regulatory codes, and professional firm organization.

Students will critically review and document their graduate work as a reflection on theory and practice,
including a statement of academic focus and achievement defining a professional position and trajectory
into professional practice. As a measure of this objective, students will construct a portfolio of their
graduate design studio work and their work in additional graduate courses. The portfolio will be developed

in both print and web media.
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Design Studio (or Thesis Courses) Descriptions

A leading design practitioner and collaborating faculty define a specific topic and process for an advanced
design investigation exploring current issues in critical practice. Students research, generate and represent
design ideas in a collaborative team format and working process, reflective of studio practice in the design
professions.

Advanced architectural design project. An approved architectural design project must be based on a
clear theoretical position that demonstrates an advanced understanding of architectural design. In this
option, students develop and expand a year-long personalized program of architectural investigation in
consultation with a faculty advisor in a traditional design studio setting.

OR

Advanced architectural research and critical investigation on a pre-selected and approved topic. The
research topic is broadly based within architectural discourse with a clear theoretical position. Students
expand and develop a year-long personalized program of architectural investigation in consultation with a
supervisory committee. The topic of investigation should be not

only of personal interest but also further the theoretical boundaries of the discipline of architecture.

Continuation of the architectural design project investigation from Advanced Design Studio 1. The final
outcome of the proj- ect is determined by the student in consultation with the studio’s faculty advisor.

OR

Continuation of research and architectural investigation from Thesis 1. Final outcome of the project
is determined by the student in consultation with the thesis committee and will have relevance to the
discourse of architecture. Final grading is determined by the thesis chair in review with the final jury. The

final jury includes members of the thesis committee.




Master of Architecture

Online Electives

Comprehensive study of construction management services, including project planning, scheduling, budgeting,
contract administration, and agreements. Comparison between traditional construction delivery systems and the
commonly used fast tracking and phasing of construction projects.

Legal aspects of architecture, engineering, and the construction process, including the court system and
jurisdictional issues. Various forms of property ownership relating to owner responsibilities. Contract interpretation
including issues relative to codes and construction custom and practice as well as forms of liability avoidance

for the practicing architect. Applicable statutes of limitations and statutes of response affecting the practice

of architecture and construction. The construction bid- ding process and its legal aspects examined in depth,
including the examination of lawsuits filed in various courts.

Advanced study of the architectural profession and its role in the building industry. The architect’s professional
responsibilities and how they impact on other professionals, contractors and owner organizations. Emphasis
on the architect’s response to the technical, social and legal obligations of practice using good planning,
organizational and communication skills. Case studies are analyzed. Practicing professionals interact with
students in group discussions.

The knowledge and skills required to navigate an architectural project from conception to completion are the
focus of this course. Topics include project delivery methods, the design and delivery process, project team
organization/roles and man- agement, discipline coordination, client and contractor communication, project
financial management, time management, conflict resolution, project manual development, construction
administration and cost estimating.

This course focuses on strategic issues and choices in acquiring, developing, motivating, managing, and retaining
a work- force, from the perspective of a general manager or non-HR manager. Topics include: employment

law, job design and anal- ysis, performance management, HR planning, staffing, training and development,
compensation and incentive, and employee and labor relations. HRM for global operations will be integrated
throughout this course. Emphasis is placed on how HRM programs can add value and create competitive

advantage, and on the need for HR practices to be internally consistent and aligned with the firm’s strategy.




Master of Architecture

Online Electives

The course is designed to provide professionals and managers with a broad understanding of leadership
concepts, theories and the skills necessary for practicing leadership in the global economy. The course focuses
on a variety of techniques/applications for assessing leadership competencies and generating action plans for
applying leadership skills. Emphasis on the requirements for effective leadership in multicultural organizations and
the development of personal leadership skills.

Examines the use of information systems for achieving and maintaining competitive advantage, and managerial
issues concerning the development, implementation, and management of enterprise information systems.
Case studies address the impact of information systems on the organization, challenges involved in managing
technological change in organizations, and the impact of emerging technologies. Students will develop a socio-
technical perspective on the use of information systems to solve real-world problems.

Quiality policies and objectives, management of quality, new product quality, production of quality. Statistical
process quality control. Computers and SPQC. Methods for process improvements, preventive maintenance.
Quality measure and controls in several manufacturing industries.

The objective of this course is to provide graduate students with advanced knowledge in

production planning and control. Topics will cover: inventory control, material requirement planning,
manufacturing resource planning, the total quality organization, basic factory dynamics, variability basics,
influence of variability on performance, 5s program/value stream mapping, shop floor control/one-piece flow, time
workforce planning, supply chain management, capacity management and waste reduction techniques.

Impact of the built environment on the minds and feelings of the people who create and live in it. Imaginative
writing, discur- sive literature and narrative art forms from biblical times through the 20th century. Selected
literature gives a strong personal sense of what it is like to inhabit man-made structures of varying scale

and complexity and to live in an environment created by an agglomeration of buildings. While exploring the
psychological impact of the built environments as expressed by the best writers, students also become aware of
how structures may influence demographic and social change. The symbolic dimension of the built environment.

Relationship of political, economic, and legal aspects of community and design environments, and the roles
of government in the urban economy. Community constraints on design, including legal and political limits on
community action. Concludes with an integrative case study.
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Benefits of Learning Online

Our distance education platform is based on the best practices for online learning developed by the North
Central Association, the Sloan Consortium, and other professional organizations dedicated cultivating the
highest standards. Our online courses utilize the latest technology to create highly interactive, collaborative,
and engaging lectures — each of them designed to deliver in-depth materials and lessons from our expert
faculty.

+ Classes are synchronous and at set evening times.

+ Course material is frequently delivered in several different formats, meaning students can choose to
learn the content in the manner that best suits them: lectures, reading, interactive activities, and more.

+ Our online programs are built with opportunities for community interaction in mind. In some cases, with
the multiple connectivity tools offered by an online classroom and the ease with which discussions can
start through message boards and other mechanisms, conversattion between students is even more
frequent and involved than in a tradition- al classroom.

+ Our online professors are always accessible through several online channels, including discussion
boards, chat rooms, email, and instant messenger.

When you’re ready, our advisors can answer any questions you may have and help you complete the
admissions process. Call us at 248-824-6731 or email eohara@Itu.edu with any questions you may have
about the online M. Arch program.

For a full list of admissions requirements, please visit: onlinedegrees.ltu.edu/admissions-requirements
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